CRAWLEY DOWN LAWN
TENNIS CLUB

NEWSLETTER - SPRING 2008

Dear Member/Junior Parent,

Welcome to the 2008 season of tennis at Crawley Down.

Your Committee has spent a lot of time discussing the future direction of our
Club. Those of you who attended the AGM on 29 November 2007 will be
aware of the choices we face — we either attempt to raise enough funding to
upgrade our facilities and take the Club into the 21* century, or we continue
as a mainly social tennis Club, with all the limitations we know only too well!
At the AGM it was unanimously decided that we try once more to achieve our
goal of a new Clubhouse with toilet facilities, mains water and electricity.

We do not intend to install court lighting.

During the past few years there have been many changes in the bureaucratic
processes of obtaining grants from various sources, enlisting the support of
local and county authorities, and preparing a planning application. We
decided to obtain the help of a specialist Consultant to guide us through the
maze, and the Questionnaire that all members recently received is the first
step in this process. We have to raise over £100,000 - so we need the help of
all our members. If you have a fundraising idea - let us know!

At the AGM we marked the retirement of our Coach and Junior Organiser, Liz
Butler, with the presentation of a plague commemorating her many years of
devoted service to the Club and in particular to our junior members.

Liz will continue to be Joint Membership Secretary and Keeper of the key to
the courts.

Our new Coach, Junior Organiser and Child Protection Officer is Graham
Mundy. Graham has introduced three new coaching sessions for our adult
members on Sunday, Wednesday and Friday mornings. These are on a ‘pay
and play’ basis and have proved popular and enjoyable. For just a fiver you
can get practical advice on improving basic strokes and using them in a
game situation. He has plans for adult beginners and mother-and-toddler
sessions too. Graham also provides individual coaching and racquet
stringing. You can contact him on 07935 925834.

The monthly American tournaments are now official events in the diary.
Please sign up on the list in the clubhouse to provide tea/squash, cake and/or
biscuits for the break in play. We shall charge 50p for these refreshments to
help our fundraising.

Enjoy your tennis this season — that’s what we’re about!

Senior Members’ News

Club sessions were well attended again throughout the season, but it would
be nice to see more of our members. Please feel free to come along - you are
good enough for club play — we’ve seen you! We’re a friendly lot and it will
help your game if you play with different people.

Team news — our Mens team had a very good season, winning 3 and drawing
1 match, which placed them as runners-up in Division 5 (even though they
beat the winners, Oxted A). This means that our men are now in Division 4,
and hopefully the new Captain, Graham Mundy, who is also our club Coach,
will carry on where Howard Cook left off. Howard stood down as Mens
Captain at the last AGM after a number of years. Although he hasn’t played



in many matches in the last couple of seasons, having taken more of a
managerial role, Howard should still take some of the credit for his team’s
success. Thank you Howard for all your hard work.
The Mixed team knew their stay in Division 1 would be short lived, but at
least they weren’t bottom of the division, having managed to draw 2
matches.
The Ladies are still waiting to win a match, but hopefully with some coaching
from Graham success will come!
A final reminder to all who play in matches (you know who you are!).
Matches start at either 10.00am or 2.00pm. This is not the time you are
supposed to arrive, but the time you should be on court ready to play. Please
arrive at least 10 minutes before the start time so that nets can be measured
etc. It is very embarrassing when the start time has come and gone and the
opposition and the home captain are waiting for the rest of the home team to
arrive.
The Club Championships this year were reasonably well supported, although
we could do with more mens’ singles and doubles players. Our singles
champions repeated their success of last year, with Toni Richards winning
the ladies’ trophy and Nigel King the mens’. The runners-up were Olga
Babenko and Richard Hardy. In the ladies’ doubles Toni and Tessie Cook
proved just too strong for the 2006 winners, Dolly Entecott and Marie
Murray. The mens’ doubles treated us to a 3-set contest between Nick
Berryman and David Cook against Richard Entecott and Richard Hardy. The
2 Richards triumphed eventually.
The mixed doubles final was a very exciting match between Toni and Richard
Hardy and Olga and Nigel. Every game was well contested, and the result
was unpredictable to the last point. In the end Toni and Richard won 3-6,
6-4, 9-7. This victory admitted Toni to the exclusive club of Crawley Down
LTC triple winners — well done Toni!
Sadly, we were unable to play the Chris Hicks Memorial Challenge
tournament this year because of bad weather in the autumn. It’s a spring
event this year, so please turn up on 18 May!

Diary of Events 2008

1 April Subscriptions due — remember to change your key.

6 April American Tournament. 4.00pm prompt start
Tea & cake/biscuits 50p.

27 April Open Day. Free tennis - refreshments. 1.00pm -

4.00pm

Tell your friends!
4 May American Tournament. 4.00pm prompt start.
Tea & cake/biscuits 50p.

*Watch the noticeboard during May for details of the Wimbledon Draw*.

18 May Chris Hicks Memorial Challenge Tournament.
American format — your chance to get your name on our
most impressive trophy! 4.00pm prompt start
Tea & cake/biscuits 50p.

24 May Closing date for our Club Championships. Don’t miss
out! No partner for doubles? No problem — we’ll find
one for you!

26 May Joint sporting event with Cricket Club & Stoolball Club.
Times & details to be announced — keep this day free!

29 May Junior/Parent tournament. Details TBA.

1 June American Tournament. 4.00pm prompt start.

Tea & cake/biscuits 50p.



23 June
29 June
along
13 July
3 August

7 September
our

21 September

tea
5 October

12 October

Wimbledon Championships start.
Another Open Day! Inspired by Wimbledon, come

for free tennis and refreshments. 1.00pm - 4.00pm
American Tournament. 4.00pm prompt start.

Tea & cake/biscuits 50p.

American Tournament. 4.00pm prompt start.

Tea & cake/biscuits 50p.

Junior Finals Day. 1.00pm start. Do come and see

future champions! Refreshments provided.

Club Championships Finals Day. 2.00pm start

The tennis is always worth watching, and there’ll be
and cake too!

Last American Tournament before the clocks go back.
Tea & cake/biscuits 50p. 4.00pm prompt start.

Last Open Day of the season. Free tennis &
refreshments. 1.00pm - 4.00pm




CDLTC COMMITTEE 2008

Chairman Pat Holmes patriciajholmes@btinternet.com 01342-716989

Secretary Toni Richards | tonierichards@fsmail.net 01342-713084

Treasurer Jane Arnott 01342-712462

Joint Membership | Liz Butler 01342 713741

Secretary

Mens Captain Graham Graham.mundy@tiscali.co.uk 07935 925834
Mundy

Ladlies Captain Tessie Cook 01342 715946

Mixed Captain Toni Richards | tonierichards@fsmail.net 01342 713084

Coach & Junior Graham Graham.mundy@tiscali.co.uk 07935 925834

Coordinator Mundy

Club Ray Holmes raymondeholmes@btinternet.com | 01342-716989

Development

Supernumerary Richard richardhardy@hsbc.com 01342-325419
Hardy

Webmaster Nick nick@berryman.uk.com 01342-712737
Berryman

Website: www.crawleydowntennis.orq.uk

I/we wish to enter the following events and enclose my/our entry
fees: " #"$
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British Tennis Membership




This year all members of LTA affiliated clubs - like us — are being encouraged
to sign up for British Tennis Membership. What difference does this make?
Well, this year, none at all. Adult club members will still be able to enter the
Draw for the Wimbledon tickets we receive as an affiliated club.

Next year, however, only members of British Tennis will be able to enter this
Draw. Our recommendation is: sign up for this year - it’s free. You will
then receive a membership package which will explain the various types of
membership on offer and their associated benefits. Junior members can sign
up too, and they will be eligible for the Draw in 2009. There are membership
forms and brochures in the clubhouse. Alternatively, you can sign up online
at www.lta.org.uk/BritishTennisMembership.

Club Sessions 2008
Please note the changes this year

Sunday Adult coaching - pay & play 9.30am - 10.30am
Sunday Club afternoon/evening. 4.00pm start.
Tuesday Club evening. 6.00pm start.
Wednesday Adult coaching - play & pay. 10.00am - 11.00am
Thursday Ladies morning. 9.30am start.
Thursday Club evening 6.00pm start.
Friday Adult coaching - pay & play. 10.00am - 11.00am.
Saturday Junior coaching. 9.00am - 1.00pm
Saturday Weald League Home matches. 2.00pm start.

(2 courts only)

Reminders
. Please watch for notices at the Clubhouse or on Court 1 gate.
. Guest fees (£2.00/adult, £1.00/junior) should be paid to Liz Butler.
. Please do not retrieve lost balls from gardens.
. Please do not wear heavy-ribbed trainers on the courts.

. Please dispose of chewing gum in bins, not on the courts.



