Crawley Down Lawn Tennis Club
NEWSLETTER  2010

Welcome to our new look Newsletter!  It’s for all our members - seniors and juniors.  What a dreadful winter we’ve been having, not much opportunity to get on court and hit a few balls.

The 2009 season started with high hopes of our Club winning its Appeal against Mid Sussex District Council’s decision to refuse planning permission for a new Clubhouse with electricity, water and toilet facilities.  Sadly the Inspector dismissed our Appeal, citing as his main reason ‘it would have a detrimental effect on the use of the adjacent football pitch.’

Over the last five years hundreds of hours of voluntary effort and the expenditure of thousands of pounds have resulted in nothing.  We do not consider it unreasonable to aspire to a modern Clubhouse with modern facilities for our members and visitors.  After all, this is the 21st century, not the 19th!

But the bureaucratic powers that be have decided that we remain in the Third World for the present.

We have a new coach for 2010.  Jamie Robinson, who lives in Crawley Down, joined us last November, following our decision not to renew our contract with Graham Mundy.  We are confident that Jamie will restore to our coaching sessions the consistency and reliability which have sadly been missing over the last year or so.  You can read more about Jamie and his plans for the Club elsewhere in this Newsletter.

Back to bureaucracy.  After 40 years of incident and complaint free parking on the area between the gallows gate and the Clubhouse, Mid Sussex District Council have unilaterally decided that this area is intended for access only and that we can no longer park there. MSDC have placed substantial notices there for our information. Not one, not two, but three notices, all in the space of 50 metres!  We are however allowed to park on our demised land, which is the area immediately west of Court 1 fencing.  Our demised land extends 8.13 metres  west beyond the southern end of Court 1.

Our Senior Championships 2009 consisted of just three competitions – Ladies Singles, Ladies Doubles and Mixed Doubles.  No Men!  Don’t you want a trophy to place on the mantelpiece?  The Mens’ Doubles winners get a trophy each!

And it’s fun to play a proper three set match!

So to our 2009 champions:  Toni Richards retained her Ladies Singles title, beating Lynn Russell in straight sets.  Toni teamed up with Tessie Cook to retain their Ladies Doubles title in a tight three sets against Lynn and partner Jane Arnott.  It was Jane’s turn for a first and well-deserved title in the Mixed Doubles when with partner Paul Burtenshaw she won in straight sets against Tessie and Howard Cook.

Let’s hope the promised ‘barbecue summer’ happens this year so we can all play lots of tennis.  See you on court!

Senior News
Our senior teams did not fair very well in the Weald League last summer due to the loss of and lack of availability of a few of our men.  The mens’ team did not play any of their matches and the mixed team were only able to play three of their six matches.  The ladies did get all their matches played and did well enough to retain their place in Division 3.  It is doubtful if we will be able to field three teams in this summer’s league but hopefully the membership will pick up and we can enter them at a later date.

With the summer club Sunday sessions now starting at 3.00pm we should be able to enjoy some extra tennis.  If you can’t make it at 3.00pm don’t worry, just come along when you can and join in.  We  should also be able to fit in some extra rounds into our popular American tournaments.

The membership has decreased over the last year so if you know of anyone who is thinking of joining a club do encourage them to come along and try us out.  Or alternatively bring them along as a guest if they just want to play the occasional game.  If you are a member and haven’t been along to a club session do try to come along and meet some of your fellow members – we are a friendly group with mixed abilities so you are likely to fit in well and enjoy your tennis even more.
Junior News

Once again there were no entries for the Girls’ Competition in our annual championships.

Although quite a few preliminary matches in the Under-18 Boys event were unplayed, two of our more enthusiastic young members competed on Finals Day.  Our 2008 champion, Edward Nelson, faced new opponent Aaron Baker.  This was a hard-fought contest between two very promising young players.  The first set went to Edward after some excellent rallies & good tactical points.  The second set was also well-contested, although the final score did not reflect this, as many of the games went to deuce.  Edward retained his title 6-3, 6-O.

The Under-14 Boys Final was delayed by injury & eventually took place on 31 October!

Harry Bryant, our 2008 champion, took on his good friend Conall Freeman in a match of good rallies & excellent sportsmanship.  In the end Harry proved stronger & retained his title 6-1, 6-0.

CLUB SESSIONS 2010

Please note changes this year!

Sunday

Club afternoon/evening

from 3.00pm

Monday

Club evening



from 6.00pm

Tuesday

‘Drop-in’ coaching


6.30-7.30pm

Wednesday
‘Drop-in’ coaching


10.30-11.30am

Wednesday
Club evening



from 6.00pm

Thursday

Ladies morning



from 9.30am

Thursday

‘Drop-in’ coaching


6.30-7.30pm.

Friday

‘Drop-in’ coaching


10.00-11.00am

Saturday

Ladies Weald League Home
from 10.00am




(2 courts only, not every Saturday)

COACHING NEWS

This year will be one of building and growing the coaching programme.  As you can read in the pages above there will be two additional drop-in coaching sessions for adults over the summer, these will be:

Tuesday Evenings:


6.30 – 7.30pm

Thursday Evenings:

6.30 – 7.30pm

Sadly, the current sessions run during the day over the winter have been poorly attended and members’ support is really appreciated.

JUNIORS

For juniors there will be a more structured programme provided numbers warrant this.  Again, the Saturday afternoon sessions have been sparsely and intermittently attended (mostly due to the poor weather).  These will continue throughout the summer but be extended to two one-hour sessions, hopefully reverting to the mornings.  Currently sessions for juniors over the summer will be:

2.00 – 3.00pm

Mini’s:  Red & Orange

3.00 – 4.00pm

Junior:  Full court

If times change, there will be a circular sent to all members and put up on the website.   www.crawleydowntennis.org.uk
I have been actively building the junior programme in the village school and this should mean more juniors coming to play over the summer months.  We have a full session with 20 children on a Thursday and this will be extended by running another session on Wednesdays to cope with the demand.

As many of you know I also coach at Horley Tennis Club where I have run extensive Easter and Summer camps for juniors of all ages.  While it won’t be possible to run Easter camps at Crawley Down, I am expecting to run a smaller programme over the summer.

I will have able support from David Freeman over the coming year.  David is just about to complete his degree in sports coaching from Manchester University and is in the process of completing his UKCC level 2 tennis coaching exams.  I expect that David will help me in running and managing many more junior tournaments over the summer months and in time, hopefully helping CDLTC enter teams into county and regional junior tournaments.

If any parent or junior has any questions, please don’t hesitate to call me on 07776 184189 or e-mail me at:  jamiefawcus@btinternet.com  (Fawcus is one of my family names, not someone different)! 

Diary of Events 2010

1 April

Subscriptions due – remember to change your key and




collect your 2010 shoe tag.

4 April

Easter Sunday & the first American Tournament of our




new season!   3.00pm prompt start.  Entry fee £2.00.

29 April

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.  8.00PM at the Anvil Room,




Haven Centre.  Please come, it’s a chance to say what you




want from your Club.

2 May


American Tournament.  3.00pm prompt start. 





Entry fee £2.00.

9 May


CLUB OPEN DAY.   10.00AM – 2.00PM.




Adults & children welcome.  Try tennis for FREE!




Special offers for new members joining on the day.

Watch the Noticeboard during May for details of the Club’s Wimbledon Draw!
31 May

Last date for entries to Club Championships.  No doubles




partner?  We’ll find one for you!

6 June

CHRIS HICKS MEMORIAL CHALLENGE TOURNAMENT.



American format – you could have your name on this 




impressive trophy!  3.00pm prompt start.  Entry fee £2.00.

21 June

WIMBLEDON CHAMPIONSHIPS START!
11 July

American Tournament.  3.00pm prompt start.   





Entry fee £2.00.

1 August

American Tournament.  3.00pm prompt start.




Entry fee £2.00.

5 September
American Tournament.  3.00pm prompt start.




Entry fee £2.00.

29 September
CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS FINALS DAY  (Seniors & Juniors)




Come & support our best players.  Refreshments available!




Watch the noticeboard for match times.

3 October

Last American Tournament before the clocks go back!




3.00pm prompt start.  Entry fee £2.00.

31 October

End of British Summer Time.  Sunday sessions & tournaments




now start at 2.00pm.

British Tennis Membership

Want to get to Wimbledon but hate queueing?  As an LTA Affiliated Club, Crawley Down LTC receives an allocation of Wimbledon tickets based on the number of members who have signed up for British Tennis Membership.  The more BT members, the more tickets!  There are other benefits too – discounts & special offers, a monthly e-newsletter with updates on British tennis, plus insight & tips from coaches & players.    Sign up online at

www.lta.org.uk/BritishTennis, or pick up a form in the Clubhouse.   Registration is FREE! 
CDLTC WEBSITE

www.crawleydowntennis.org.uk
Webmaster David Cook  has given a brand new look to our website!

Please use it – this Newsletter cannot list everything that is going on at your Club – but the website will highlight upcoming events so that you don’t miss out.

David is always looking out for material for our website, so feel free to e-mail him at kookd@hotmail.co.uk.

